
Tuesday, July 9, 2013,  
5:30-7 p.m. 



ACCESS MANAGEMENT 
IMPROVEMENTS 
Taylor Elementary School 
916 E. North 13th Street 
Abilene, TX 79601 



Welcome & Introductions 

Blair W. Haynie, P.E., CFM 

Director of Transportation 
Planning and Development 

TxDOT Abilene District 



Welcome & Introductions 
 
Public Involvement 

– Individual Meetings with Businesses were conducted from  
 May 28th – June 10th , 2013 
– Meeting of Affected Property Owners (MAPO) Held June 11,  2013 
– Public Meetings Held June 25, 2013 and to be held July 9, 2013 
 Receiving of Comments & Questions 
 Review of Displays 
 General Project Information 
 
 



METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) 

 ABILENE MPO CONSISTS OF A POLICY BOARD, 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE, AND THREE MPO 
STAFF MEMBERS. 

 
 RESPONSIBLE FOR A CONTINUING, COOPERATIVE, 

AND COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 
PROCESS. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Late in 1964, a study of transportation in the Abilene urban area was begun with respect to existing facilities, existing deficiencies, and future needs.  This study was initiated as a result of the passage by Congress of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1962, which provided for a "continuing, comprehensive transportation planning process carried on cooperatively by States and local communities" for each urban area of more than fifty thousand population.  Completion of the initial phase of study covering ten (10) basic study elements resulted in the publication of a two-volume report: Abilene Urban Transportation Plan, Volume 1, 1965 Origin-Destination Survey, published in 1966; and Abilene Urban Transportation Plan, Volume 2, 1965-1985 Transportation Plan, published in 1968.
 
In order to provide a comprehensive, cooperative planning process for the purpose of keeping Abilene's transportation plan up-to-date, a continuing phase agreement between the City of Abilene and the State of Texas was executed on January 23, 1969, and superseded by a revised agreement, including Taylor County as a party, executed March 30, 1973.  This revised agreement provided the guidelines for the organization and functioning of the continuing phase of the Abilene Urban Transportation Study.  It also assigned the primary responsibility of each of the basic study elements to the city, state or county.
 
On July 2, 1974, the Governor of Texas designated the City of Abilene to be the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) that, acting in cooperation with the State and under the policy guidance and oversight of an intergovernmental committee established pursuant to Federal law, would have primary transportation planning responsibilities for the Abilene urbanized area.  The designation was repeatedly renewed until 1988 when the designation became continuous.  A series of agreements between the State of Texas, the City of Abilene, and later including the Abilene MPO Transportation Policy Board have assigned individual and joint responsibilities to the respective parties in the conduct of transportation planning activities to fulfill the requirements of federal and State law.
 
The 1973 agreement established a group structure to provide transportation policy guidance for the planning activities.  Initially, the group structure contained two committees, a Policy Advisory Committee consisting of area legislators and elected officials of local governments and a Steering Committee consisting of other elected officials and key transportation planning staff personnel.  The group structure evolved in response to changes in legislation and contractual agreements, becoming a single Abilene Urban Transportation Planning Committee with both voting and non-voting members.  The group adopted the name Abilene MPO Transportation Policy Board in 1993 and continues to act as the forum for cooperative transportation planning decision-making and the provider of overall transportation policy guidance to the MPO.
 
  In December 1991, the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) was signed into law.  ISTEA reemphasized the role of cooperative decision making in the development, review, and approval of transportation plans.  In 1998, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA21) continued the planning provisions of ISTEA with some revision and increased the availability of federal funding for surface transportation.  In 2005 Congress passed the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act-a Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), which further emphasizes the needs for cooperative decision-making and public involvement in the transportation planning process.

ARCHIBALD, Norm (Chairman)  (12-21-10) 2 year term
BOLLS, Downing
GARDUNO, Lauren
SPANO, Joe
SPURGIN, Dale (Vice-Chairman) (12-21-10) 2 year term
  
*** EX-OFFICIO ***
 DUNCAN, Robert 	State Senator District 28 (elected)
FRASER, Troy	State Senator District 24 (elected)
KING, Susan		State Representative District 71 (elected)
LANDTROOP, Jim	State Representative District 85 (elected)
NEUGEBAUER, Randy	U.S. Representative District 19 (elected)
THORNBERRY, William (Mac)	U.S. Representative District 13 (elected)

TOTAL MEMBERS:  11
5 VOTING MEMBERS                 6 EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
10 ELECTED MEMBERS

Taylor County Commissioner		Jones County Commissioner
Mayor of Tye				Mayor of Impact
Tye Public Works Dir.			Abilene Chamber of Commerce
WCTCOG				Dyess Air Force Base 
Abilene Transit System GM		MPO Executive Director 
COA  Airport Director 		COA Dir. of Planning and Dev.
COA Public Works Director		COA City Engineer	
COA Traffic & Transp. Admin. 	TxDOT Abilene Area Engineer
TxDOT Dir. Traffic Operations	TxDOT Dir. Transp. Plng. & Dev.
           _________________________________________
TxDOT Regional MPO Coordinator, TxDOT Austin TP&P Area Planner, TCEQ Regional Director , FHWA Planning Representative, FTA Review Office
West Central Texas Council of Governments representative,   Texas Commission on Environmental Quality    TOTAL MEMBERS:  23   18 MEMBERS VOTING    5 NON-V



 




Project Background, Information and Goals 

Alan Hufstutler, P.E. 

Abilene Area Engineer 

TxDOT Abilene District 



Background 
 

Safety Concerns 
City, MPO, and TxDOT Priorities 
Current Funding 

 



Project Information 

– On SH 351 from IH 20 to FM 2833 
• (approximately 0.6 miles) 

 

: 
• Median installation 
• Driveways 
• Sidewalks 
• Curb and gutter 
• Shared use lanes 
 
 

– To Be Determined 
 



Project Goals 

 Improve Access to Adjacent Businesses  
 Improve Road Safety 
 Create pedestrian and Bicycle facilities 



Project Background, Information and Goals 

Roy Wright, P.E. 
Director of Transportation 

Operations 

TxDOT Abilene District 



Traffic Study and Signals 
 

 Reasons  
 Locations  

 

 Minimum Criteria  
warranting signals 

 Current Data 



Proposed Improvements 

Stephanie Messerli, P.E., AICP 

Jacobs Engineering Group, 
Inc. 

Manager of 
Engineering Project Manager 



Proposed Improvements 
 

 

Purpose/benefits: 
 Improve Traffic Safety 
 Reduced crash rates 
 Reduced conflict points 

 
 Improved Operational Benefits 
 
 Improve Pedestrian Safety 
 Provide pedestrian refuge 

 
 



Proposed Improvements 
 

Provide continuous lighting (to FM 2833) 
Pedestrian connection expanded 
 Add sidewalks past FM 2833 (to connect to 

apartments) 
Bike connections 

• Widen bike lane to accommodate this mode 
of travel for students and commuters 

Driveway consolidation (combination of 
options) 
 
 



Proposed Improvements 
 
 
 Provide curb offset to driving lanes 
 Widen roadway to provide bicycle lane (instead of shared lane) 
 Provide a 5’ sidewalk 



Proposed Improvements 
 

 



Proposed Improvements 
 

 



Proposed Improvements 
 

 



Proposed Improvements 
 



Proposed Improvements 
 

$2.7 
Million 



Closing 

Blair W. Haynie, P.E., CFM 

Director of Transportation 
Planning and Development 

TxDOT Abilene District 



Comments can be submitted in writing and shall be 
accepted through July 19, 2013 following the 

conclusion of this meeting. Please see handout for 
address if submitting your comments in writing. 

Please mail comments to: 

Texas Department of 
Transportation 

Attn: Blair W. Haynie, P.E., CFM 

4250 North Clack 

Abilene, Texas 79601-9241 

Written Comments 



 
 

For your input and participation! 
 

Drive Home Safely 
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